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PREMIER — MEDIA ACCESS 

560. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s rebuilt state-of-the-art media centre in Dumas House with broadcasting equipment 
costing in excess of $400 000, plus significant money for fit-out and lighting.  

(1) How many times has the Premier used this expensive media centre to conduct media conferences since 
9 March this year?  

(2) Why has the Premier decided to cancel half his regular radio appearances and deny camera access; why 
is he now declining some doorstop interviews; and who advised the Premier to adopt this course of 
action?  

(3) Does the Premier not have a duty to not limit his availability?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) Can I have an invitation to speak at the Australian Labor Party conference this year? Will the Leader of 

the Opposition invite me along to speak to it? I would love to speak to the ALP conference.  

Mr M. McGowan: Absolutely! 

Mr T.R. Buswell: The problem is they have not had one for three years.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is a good point. The Labor Party does not let in the public or the cameras. I am 
gobsmacked that the biggest issue today is whether I do an interview with the media pack, if you like, after I 
have done a radio interview. Is the number of interviews I do the biggest issue for the Labor Party? It is 
fascinating to the opposition, obviously, but not to me. Today I did about half an hour with Paul Murray on 6PR. 
This afternoon I am doing an interview with Russell Woolf on the ABC. I think that is being accessible. I walked 
in here today and no-one was there to interview me. They could have if they wished to.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They could have. I walked in at 10 minutes to 12 and no-one was there.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Look at the members opposite waving to their friends in the media gallery. You are a 
pathetic opposition. This is the Labor Party, Her Majesty’s opposition, and its big issue is —  
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. Member for Victoria Park, I call you 
to order for the first time.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Her Majesty’s opposition’s biggest issue for the day is the number of interviews I do and 
when I do them.  

Mr M. McGowan: It is important.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I assume the Leader of the Opposition is talking about this morning.  

Mr M. McGowan: You banned the cameras.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, I have.  

Mr M. McGowan: Why have you banned the cameras? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Is that important to the Leader of the Opposition?  

Mr M. McGowan: Public access is important.  
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Usually after I do talkback radio, the press arrive and I answer a few questions. This 
morning the media were told that that would not happen today, yet they all turned up to make it a stunt. They 
were all told that I would not do a doorstop interview today, so all the media turned up to create a story about me 
not doing an interview. Everyone sitting in the media gallery knows that they were told that there would not be a 
doorstop interview today. Sometimes I wonder why people bother to interview me. I do not think it is all that 
interesting all the time. They are the same old, same old questions. I suggest to members that I am probably the 
most accessible Premier that there has ever been in Western Australia. Remember that Jim McGinty would not 
talk to The West Australian. Premier Gallop would not do talkback radio for a year. I find it incredible that this is 
an issue for the Labor Party.  
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To respond to the first part of the question, yes, we have created a proper media centre in the basement of Dumas 
House. I cannot tell the Leader of the Opposition off the top of my head how many times I have used it, but 
when we make significant announcements, we use that format. We have used it for Treasury financial matters, 
policing matters and tourism matters. I have used it for state development matters and the like. That is when the 
government is making — 
Mr M.P. Murray: When does the statue come?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Of the member for Collie–Preston? It will be a gnome!  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the government has a significant media statement to make about a major policy 
decision, we will typically use the media centre. Everyone knows that day-to-day media is someone asking a 
member a question as they walk out of Parliament or after a radio interview or the like. I find it amazing that the 
opposition thinks this is a significant issue.  
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